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Summary of Vital Statistics of the District 
for 1973 in comparison with 1972 - 


(Compiled from Divisional Records) 


Area of District in Acres 4,425 
Pepulation (Registrar Generals Mid Year 
Estimate) 15,240 I5y2Z7C 
No of live births 213 267 
No of still births 
No of infant deaths under 1 year of age 
No of neonatal deaths 
No of perinatal deaths 
No of maternal deaths 
No of deaths (a11 ages) 
Crude Birth Rate 
Adjusted Birth Rate 
Crude Death Rate 
Adjusted Birth Rate 
Still birth rate 
Infant Mortality Rate 
Neonatal Mortality Rate 
Perinatal Mortality Rate 
Maternal Mortality Rate 
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Prevalence of and Control over Infectious and Cther Diseases 


The following table shows the prevalence of Infectious Diseases 
other than Tuberculosis, during the year. 


| Number 
Disease | Total Admitted to; 
Hospital | 
' Infective | 
Jaundice 
| Measles 


Searlet Fever 


Food Poisoning 
| (Salmonella) 
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Tuberculosis 


The nunber of new cases and the number of deaths occurring in 1972 
are shown in the following table:- 


New Cases Deaths i 
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The following table gives the position regarding Tuberculosis in 
Featherstone Urben Distriet in 1972:- 


Summary of Register 


| : ; ; 
Respirator | ceaenereasalal Total 
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; Number of Cases on | 
| : 8 26 16 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2017 with funding from 
, Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o29205025 


National Assistance Acts 1948 — 51 


No action needed to be taken under Section 47 of the Acts during 
the year. 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


Populations (Registrar General's Estimate) 


Castleford M.B. 37,650 
Pontefract M.B. 31,340 
Featherstone U.D. 15,240 
Knottingley U.D. 17,080 
Normanton U.D. 17,350 
Osgoldcross R.D. 9,270 


Total Division II 127, 930 


Statistics Compiled from Divisional Records 


Births 
Total No. of live births notified as residing in the 
Division 
Crude birth rate 


Deaths 


Total No. of deaths registered in the Division 
Crude death rate. 


Infant Mortality 


Total No. of infant deaths occurring in the Division 
Infant mortality rate 


Maternal Mortality 


Total No. of maternal deaths 
Maternal Mortality rate 


CARE OF MOTHERS & YOUNG CHITLDREY 


Health Centres & Clinics 


No. of Centres 
Total No. of Children attended during the year 
Total No. of attendances made 


Mothercraft & Relaxation Clinics 
No of centres where clinics are held 
No. of women who attended during the year 
No. of attendances made 


1,756 
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Care of the Premature Baby 
During the year 136 babies weighing 541bs or less were born 
in hospitals or maternity homes to mothers resident in the 
Division. 


1l were born at home. 


HEALTH VISITING 


Total No. of cases visited by Health Visitors during the year 

Total No. of Health Education sessions attended by Health 
Visitors 

Total No, of case conferences attended by Health Visitors 


The Diabetic & Geriatric liaison schemes have continued as 
in previous years. 


HOME NURSING SERVICE 


District Nursing 
Total No. of persons treated during the year 


Day & Night Nursing 


No. of cases receiving help 
No. of hours involved 


MIDWIFERY 
Proportion of home confinements to total births 
No. of home confinements 


No. of hospital confinements attended by Domiciliary 
Midwives 


Early discharges from hospitals & maternity homes 


(i) Discharged within 2 days 172 
(ii) Discharged within 3 to 7 days 705 
(iii) Discharged at 8 days or over 234 
Total doth 

CHIROPODY 


No. of persons treated during the year 
No. of treatments given during the year 


14,289 


289 
1,050 


11,209 


35 
1,243 


3,70 
14,388 
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7. SCREENING TESTS 


Cervical Cytology 


No. of smears taken 1,063 
No. of positive smears 4 


Well Woman Clinic 


No. of clinics held pl 
No. of patients examined 356 
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URBAN DISTRICT OF FEATHERSTONE 
of the 
CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 
To the Chairman and Members of the Council, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Contrary to the belief I expressed in the 1972 report 
instructions were received at the end of February, 1974 that 
the 1973 report would still be required. 

Because of the very short time available and the anount 
of time spent in connection with re-organisation, the report is 
simply an updating of figures under the various headings, where 
applicable. 


I an, 


Your obedient servant, 


Chief Public Health Inspector 
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES 


WATER SUPPLY 


All dwellings in the district are connected to the mains 
water supply which is obtained from the Wakefield and District Water 
Board. In general, complaints are made direct to the responsible 
Officers of the Board so that this Department's knowledge of 
alleged inadequacy is usually limited to those cases where private 
service pipes are at fault, 


Weekly chemical and bacteriological samples are taken by the 
Board's Chemist, of the raw water and of water entering the supply 
after final treatment. Imiiediate check samples are taken of 
any proving unsatisfactory, the chlorine dosage is increased and 
the matter fully investigated. Any new mains are cleared by the 
Chemist before being brought into use, 


As previously reported, the water at source is more acid than 
your original supply and to obtain a stable p.H. value, the final 
level is maintained at 9, 


The fluoride content continued to be negligible, never 
exceeding o.1 p.p.m. 


OWD.ING BATHS 


The swimming bath at St. Wilfrid's R.C. High School is in use 
throughout the school year, whilst the Lister Baths were open 
from March to November, 


There is one pool at the school and two, one large and one 
small, at the Lister Baths, The water is drawn initially from the 
public mains and is maintained in satisfactory condition in both 
cases by fully automatic treatment plant, the water at the Lister 
Baths being changed every three hours and at the school every 
six hours. 


Chlorine content and p.H. value are checked three tines 
daily by the respective responsible officers. 


The total number of bacteriological samples taken was 220 
of which 215 were entirely satisfactory with completely negative 
results. Of the 5 '‘bub-stendard" samples only three contained 
coliform bacteria, (amounting to 4), and the plate count in each 
case was 110 check chlorine samples were taken during the year. 


Once again, these results indicate a very high standard, to 
the credit of both superintendents, 
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SANITARY ACCOMiODATION AND DRAINAGE 


By the end of the year there were 5142 houses with water closets, 
and two without, one having a pail closet and the other an earth 
closet. Neither can be connected to a sewer, and negotiations are 
in hand for the closing of the house with the earth closet. 


All preparatory works were completed in connection with the new 
sewerage system, including the acceptance of sewage from Sharlston 
at South Featherstone sewage works to the stage of acceptance 
of tender only for further delays encountered by the cut back in 
expenditure ordered by the Government of the day. This is deplored 
in view of its effect on the number of houses permitted to be built 
until the improvei.ent works are completed. 


Tif xCTIOCUS DISHASES 
No infectious disease cases were investigated during 1973. 
INSECT IN?PESTATIONS 


Normal routine treatiients were carried out against a variety of 
insects. 


After a clear period of some 3 —- 4 years it was again necessary 
to employ a comercial firm to carry out regular treatments against 
cockroaches in the under floor spaces of bungalows in Wentworth 
Road. The district heating system gives ideal breeding conditions 
all year round and it could well be that the problem may arise 
from time to time over the years to come, 


Only very minor treatments against strawberry seed beetles 
were necessary in the Huntwick Crescent area. Their numbers 
have obviously been greatly reduced and as again the winter had 
been farily mild, one can assume that previous treatments had been 
reasonably successful, 


COMMON LODGING BOUS 


= 
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‘ ° a0 af 

There are no comion lodging houses within the district. 


MOVE4BLE DWELLINGS 


The land on which was stationed the caravan mentioned in 
the two previous reports was the subject of an apreal against 
the refusal of planning permission. The appeal was dismissed 
and the caravan rerioved. 


The use of sites by itinerants occurred occasionally. In the 
Iain they were persuaded to move without any great diificulty. 
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RODENT CONTROL 
It was not necessary to treat the sewerg in 1973. 


The refuse tip and sewage works receive regular attention 
and all complaints are promptly investigated. 
at = 
No serious problems arose, although the number of complaints 
and treatments again increased slightly. 


The table below sets out the incidence of infestations and 


control measures taken for the 12 months lst January, to 
31st December, 1973. 


PROPERTIES OTHER THAN SEWERS TYPE OF PROPERTY | 


NON- | 
AGRICULTURAL | 


1. Number of properties in district 5981 


| 
2. ae Total nunber of properties | 


(including nearby premises) 2105 | 8 | 
inspected following 
notification, 
| 
b. Number infested by (I) Rats 74.5 a | 
(II) ilice 1360 - 


3. a. Total number of properties 
inspected for rats and/or 
mice for reasons other 
than notification 
b. Number infested (I) Rats | 
(II) Mice | 
| 


HOUSING 


At the 31st December, 1973 there were 562 applicants for houses 
(excluding "outsiders") and 268 for bungalows, representing 
increases of 66 on the 1972 housing list and 5 on the bungalow 
list. 


During the year the 25 bungalows on Green Lane were completed 
and work progressed on the 151 houses included in the "1914 
Scheme G.I,i.." 62 houses here were completed and re-occupied by the 
end of the year. 


In all 119 new tenancies were created during 1973, excluding 
those where a simple change of name in the rent book was effected. 


i. copy of the housing statistics for 1973 follows overleef :- 
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1. HOUSES DEMOLISHED 


In Clearance Areas 

1. Unfit for human hebitation 

2. Included by reason of bad 
arrangeient 

3. On land acquired under Sec. 43 (2) 
Housing act, 1957 

Not in Clearance ureas 

4. «as a result of formal or informal 


procedure under Section 17 (1) 
Housing act, 1957 


UNFIT HOUSES MAD FIT AND HUUSES IN WHICH D 


ll. After informal action by Local authority 
12. After formal notice under 

(a) Public Health Acts 

(b) Section 9 and 16 Housing act 1957 
13. Under Section 24/27 Housing act 1957 


| 
PT te Houses Displaced during el 
aol Persons ae 
! 26 | 65 ei: | 
| 
| ! | 
| : 
: | 
| | 
| 28 | 49 
\ 
| 
| 


5. local Authority owned houses | 
certified unfit by liedical Officer 
of Health ms | = = 
6. Houses unfit for human habitation where | 
action has been take under Local acts. - ~ ~ 
7. Houses included in Unfitness Orders. - | - - 
Dwellings previously reported closed. - ~ - 
2. UNFIT HOUSES CLOSED 
: ees Lab Nees eons a ee z 
Displaced during year 
ee Seen Sao 
Number | Persons __| Families 
8. Under Section 16 (4), 17 (1) and 
35 (1) Housing ACt, 1957 and Sec. Nil Nil 
26 Housing ..ct, 1961 : 
9. Under Sections 17 (3) and 26, é | 
Housing uct, 1957 = a | one 
O. Parts of building closed under | 
Section to, Housing act, 1957 hui be - S 
3. NEW DWeéLLINGS 
Number of new dwellings completed during the year :- 
(or petheelecalosutheraty © .G. esti ive..secareerse) 25 
(oyeuby Private Enterprise  scsssccws sce osecices owes) Se 
Le EFECTS Wink LEMEDIED 


By Owner | By Local anthony 


18 


| 
| 


: : 
y aflaub besalaari | UsauoH 
ous _ 7 - ll 
' 
p ; bP eiiedl ‘ 
daoared tbedellomed | 
ow mast rielaeietiepetaialg tall al 
, cc Obs 
~ oe I 
~ - ~- i 
P| ‘ 
I 
' i 
f 
+h. ! 
| Ve , 
: ; 
| 
j 
} 
{ 
4 
~ o : 
; 
’ 
: 
: 
» bave ‘ ¢ 
2 40 t 4 ie 
= & } 
4 tA 
i ‘* 
? 
| 
i ® my ee : 
: 
oe _ “4 
ver} - 
ot TH9y 
+¢ 
a err wreeee sy s Riinine +» 40h 
- = , 
a ss ee ee eet eet. De 
rere sy ; 
PEs eah to 
— SS 
- r 
Pa Laon! ‘satiw) a 
acall in,£, Mn FE, rd a ae oe en pe 
“h) gt J - 
s ' 
| 
} 
i ¥ 
| - 
“ 


eteriy noleatigar ‘tudoaall wt 
pte Soa ksood tahiti ws ae) -_ ; 


avebiO. seant lta nf 
i, beeelo bavtoge: y Came 


nequed baawo” 
my li iasthet wt Ft 


bas (£) Ff Pee iy t 
ou baa Tee 
a 


5 UNFIT HOUSES IN TEMPOhAnY USE 


| "Number of Separate 
Number of dwellings containe 
Houses in Column (1) 


(1) (2) | 


(14) Retained for temporary accommodation 


| 
| 
(a) Under Section 4& | i ba 
| 
| 
| | 


Position at end of year 


(b) Under Section 17 (2) 
(c) Under Section 46 


(15) Licensed for temporary accommodation 
Under Section 34 or 53 


6 PURCHASES OF HOUSES BY AGREEMENT 


Number of | Number of Occupants 


| Houses | of houses in Col. (1)! 
i ae WEL 
(16) Houses in Clearance areas other than 
those included in compulsory Purchase | 
Orders, purchased in the year, | Nil Nil 


i i 


7 NO. OF FANILIES REHOUSED DURING THE YEAR INTO COUNCIL OWNED DWELLINGS 
(a) Clearance Me MOUCi aisiats cinibis Chae hGGisacd veces viecsctivecaes 34 
cee eels ec Ae eslais eae babs sided s ees e .. Nil 

& RENT ACT, 1957 

(a) Wumber of Certificates of Disrepair granted ......eee+e0- None 


(b) Number of undertakings to execute repairs given by owners 
to the Local Authority eseoeecvceesep eer eeeeoceeeeveoeeeeaeeeeee @ None 


(c) Number of Certificates of Disrepair cancelled .....+--.++ None 
9 OVERCROWDING 
Although 6 large families were rehoused, these are all included in 


the slum clearance figures, being rehoused from unfit dwellings. 
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10. GRANTS FOR CONVERSION OR IMPROVEMENT OF HOUSING ACCOMMODATION 


No. of 
dwellings 
completed 
during 

the year. 


Formal Applications 
received during the 


Applications 


3 


| (a) Conversions (the number 
of dwellings is the 

number resulting from 
completion of the work) 


Improvements 


ll, DEPLILS OF sDVANCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF ACQUIRING OR CONSTRUCTING HOUSES 


Number made @esteeenteeoeeaeeeee eae 50 
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FOOD INSPECTION 
SLAUGHTERHOUSES AND MEAT INSPECTION 


There are no slaughterhouses in the district. Meat inspection 
is therefore normally restricted to that found in butchers shops. 


FOUD HAWKERS 
Six registered mobile shops operate throughout the district. 
FOOD PREMISES 


Number of food premises registered under Section 16 of the 
Food and Drugs act, 1955 :- 


(1) Ice-cream = Manufacture and sale 1 
Retailers 38 
(2) Sausages, Potted 
or preserved food in 
MILK SUPPLI#S ~— BRUCELLA ABOXTUS 


Number of samples of raw milk taken Nil 


FOOD HYGIENE (GENERAL) REGULATIONS 1960 


No. of 


Man of | No. Complying 


which Reg. 
Prep. | Sale | Total with Reg. 16 


Class of Premises | 19 applies 


General Grocery 


Bread and 
Confectionery 


Sugar Confection- 
ery 


| Greengrocer, fish 
| and poultry 
Butcher and meat 
| preparation 

| 

| 


Chenists | 
Fish Frying | 3 


Public Houses andi 
Clubs | 


Cafes, snack bars| 
and canteens 


21 


Beer and mineral | 
water bottling 
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POULTRY INSPECTION 


Slaughtering continued during 1973 involving turkeys and 
chickens. 


Visits were again paid on an irregular basis so that true 
figures of throughput are not available. 


Total numbers of carcases inspected were turkeys 6210 and 
chickens 7965. Again a high standard was maintained. 
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PUBLIC CLEANSING 
REFUSE COLLECTION 4i\D DISPOSAL 


In 1973 a refuse collection bonus scheme was finally accepted 
and put into operation. Shop refuse was incorporated in the domestic 
rounds which were cleared by two fore and after power press 
equipped vehicles, 1 x 25 cubic yard and the other 1 x 12 cubic 
yard. Another 12 cubic yard identical vehicle being available as 
a spare. 


In the main, the system operated pretty well, a few complaints 
being received at times when collections were delayed due to weather 
conditions and short staffing through sickness, 


Tipping continued on the same site which will shortly be 
full. Agreement was reached in connection with a site within the 
boundary of the open cast coal workings at Snydale. 


CEosrOUL AND GULLY ELPTYING 


The houses gerved by cesspools are mainly concentrated in 
two areas, naiiely ackton Wood Pastures and part of ackworth 
Road, Purston, with a few others in isolated parts of the district. 


All the cesspools are emptied regularly by the cesspool/gully 
Machine, which is also used for street gully cleansing on the 
Council's roads, releasing serious drain or sewer stoppages, 
and when necessary as a snowplough, 


SMOKE CONTROL 


There was again no change in the Council's declared policy 
in connection with Smoke Control areas, but plans for future 
Council building allow for control by design either by district 
heating or by off peak electric heating. Some unknown reduction 
in pollution from the domestic field is achieved by the voluntary 
action of individuals. 


The number of Council owned dwellings which are smokeless 
by design increased by 25 new bungalows in Green Lane which were 
equipped with electric warm air systems and 62 on the 1914 G.I.A. whch 
were connected to the group heating system. A total of 210. 


INDUSTHIAL 
There were no major problems erising in the industrial sector. 
On occasions the scrap cable recovery plant again produced smoke, 


to which the operators attention was drawn. This plant is of 
course under the control of I]. ii. Alkali Inspectorate. 
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FACTORIES 


I give below the particulars required by the Department of 
Employment under the Factories Act, 1961 Section 153 (1). 


1. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health 
(including inspections made by Public Health Inspectors) 


— == er pr RR SC RS 


wets | Number of 
Premises on Inspections| Written | Occupiers 
iegister Notices | Prosecuted 


(1) (2) (3) (4,) | (5) 


(i) Factories which Sections 
vi) 1,2,3,4 & 6 are to be 


enforced by Local 
Authorities - a 


(ii) Factories not included 
in (i) in which Section 
7 is enforced by Local 
Authority 38 38 


(iii) Other premises in which 
Section 7 is enforced by 
the Local Authority 
(excluding out-workers 


premises) | 14 20 = - 
Total 58 - 


oe 
Fe 
eS on eae 


ee 


xeqod ett yd hecuper ereluoitvag ond ‘iaties 


“Ui) E2f noldoe® IAL tok eainadoad ade rebsus o 
dtfised od ga acoleivong To asaouaig tot TOL S padE L. 
(a tojoedanl tsieest stidyl ed ebeiz aio ldougeal yitbulont : 
sr i 
hg. ecinel| | ene 27h [= 
na mnovegttnhaerd anemetend epee desea 
reiguos0 | nese haW j aieivooqent 0 
uoegord | esolsou | ) 1932 fgaill 
¢ | CA) 4 (£) po Ag) . 
SFE IEEE HEELERS Toes cee aes 
‘ a = =a 
iy | i | wmioiJdose dois - , Te. : 
) i . of ot 93 Oe 
. ) . feo bs oF 
a % ‘a } ately: 
; 
; : bobufornt Seas 
| sacitys® dofte ag.’ iy 
Ie hh) fese iw 
<\ Boek Be ty Be 
. | 
footw mt gealinetee 
: . ad beordlne af FS 290. 
| YWitadtus Lesal eee | 
; GAA TOWATNO ? 
ni N ac ar ] Se anni 
| 
- - . oe 


ee. / pe 4 : 
ind J9 ty aid a gi8 
bec. ae 4 7 =a ae a i 
Diets : - y 
o> . : : if i 
— { = : 
4 > ao 7 Ld 4 p 1 oy 
> ree ae a eae 
~ 7 is ¥y mi 7 
i A a f a gi if 


ce a, yer 


2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found - (If defects are discovered at the 
premises on two, three or more separate occasions they should be 
reckoned as two, three or more "cases"). 


Number of cases in which 
defects were found Number of cases 
ree Lt SO Ee in which 
Remedied Referred prosecutions 


ae were instituted 
By He Ms 
Inspector 

6 


Inspector 


Particulars 


TS He. Me 


J ae a 


Want of Cleanliness (S1) 


Overcrowding (S2) | 
| Unreasonable | 
Qrenperature (S3) 
| Inadequate 
| Ventilation (S4) 
Ineffective drainage 
of floors (S6) | 
H 

| 

| 

! 

| 


i Sanitary Conveniences (S7) 
(a) Insufficient 


(b) Unsuitable or 
defective 


(c) Not separate for 
| sexes 


Other offences against 
| the Act (Not including 

offerces relating to 
, Outwork) 
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Nature 
of 
Work 


No. of out 
workers in 
August list 
reauired by 
Section 133 


(1) (c) 


PART VIII OF THé act 


OQUTWORK 


(SECTIONS 133 & 134) 


Section 133 


No. of No, of 
cases of Prosecutims 
default in | for failure 
sending to supply 
list to lists 


the Council 


ants a. | 


_ some 


eee). 


Section 134 


No. of 
instances 
of work 
an 
unwhole= 


Prosecu- 
tions 


Notices 
Served 


premises 
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OFFICES, SHOPS A‘) RAILWAY PREMISES ACT 196 


Prescribed particulars to be included in the annual report to the 
Secretary of State under section 60. 


TABLE A - REGISTRATIONS AND GENERAL INSPECTIONS 


Period covered lst January - 3lst December, 1973 


Number of | Total number Number of registered 
premises | of registered | premises receiving 
registered premises at a general inspection 
during the | end of year during the year. 
year. 


Class of Premises 


(1) ; (2) Ot Seen 

Offices Nil 8 5 
& Retail shops 2 , 34 aA 

Wholesale shops, warehouses ~ - - 

Catering establishments 

opemnito the public,e:nteeng. Nil 7 7 

Fuel storage depots - - = 

| 
Total 21 4 24 26 | 


TABLE B — NUMBER OF VISITS OF ALL KINDS BY INSPECTORS TO RUGISTunuD PRHEISES 


12 


Class of Workpeople Number of persons employed 


Wholesale department, warehouses __ 


Catering establishments open to Public 


Canteens _ 


‘Fuel Storage Depots 


Total 


Total Males 


Total Females 
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